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Internet2 and Beyond -- Will Washington State be a Competitor or 
a Spectator? 
 
 
Dr. Louis Fox, vice provost and professor at the University of Washington and a senior 
researcher involved in developing research and education applications for the next generation of 
the Internet, will discuss how the changes in the Internet will fundamentally transform both 
instruction and research in American higher education, and how some of these changes will 
shape economic opportunities for many regions of the US. 
 
He will show the current design of the backbone of the next generation Internet (known as 
Internet2 and National Lambda Rail) and will explain how this infrastructure, as currently 
configured, can help Washington State.  More important, he will discuss how critical the next 
few months will be in determining who will have access to this advanced technology and who 
will not. 
 
Washington faces unique challenges to respond to this opportunity -- challenges of geography, 
resources, and political culture.  Yet the state also has some unique assets, including the 
resources of various higher education organizations as well as support from state legislatures; the 
political influence of the state at the federal level; and the entrepreneurial spirit of the West. 
 
Advanced telecommunications networks have become one of the cornerstones of collaboration 
for education and for research in the 21st century, as the commercial Internet has been unable to 
support intense bandwidth demands. The challenge will be to ensure that our colleges and 
universities, given the complex geography in this region, can participate seamlessly in national 
and multi-national efforts to create these advanced networks. 
 
Broadband access, made available through advanced research and education networks, will 
transform American higher education.  But it will do so only for those institutions and citizens 
who have access to this enhanced capability.  
 
The challenge for Washington State will be to assure that all institutions and citizens share in 
these advances.  Part of the discussion will focus on how the Higher Education Coordinating 
Board can help meet these challenges and gain access to this critical advantage. 
 
 



 


	 

